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Toni Buzzeo is the award-winning Maine children's 
author of fourteen picture books with five more 
forthcoming.  For sixteen years, she worked as a school 
librarian in Portland where she honed her knowledge of 
children's literature.  Combining this knowledge with her 
love of children, Toni writes about characters of all 
stripes (including dinosaurs, loons, ducklings, teachers, 
and librarians) who explore their worlds, their 
relationships, and themselves in settings that include 
peaceful Maine lakes and rocky lighthouse islands as well 
as the interiors of fictional public and school 
libraries. Toni is well known for her lively spirit and her 
sense of humor. 



THE FLYING SANTA SERVICE 
 
Begin by reading the Author’s Note in Lighthouse 
Christmas to learn about the beginnings of the Flying 
Santa Service on the coast of Maine in 1929. Then, 
continue learning by visiting The Friends of Flying Santa 
website at http://www.flyingsanta.com/. [The Friends of Flying 
Santa is a nonprofit organization that strives to continue 
the tradition of appreciation for lighthouse keepers and 
Coast Guard members by carrying on the annual 
Christmas helicopter flights to lighthouses and Coast 
Guard stations.] You may also want to read this post on 
the Coast Guard blog: “History: The Flying Santa” by 
LTJG Stephanie Young. 
http://coastguard.dodlive.mil/2010/12/history-the-flying-santa/ 
 
Invite students to search out the answers to the 
following questions: 
 

1. Who was the first Flying Santa pilot? 
2. Why did he decide to start the Flying Santa 

program? 
3. Where were the first lighthouses that the Flying 

Santa visited? 
4. On a map of Maine, locate the bay where the 

Flying Santa Service started. 
5. By 1933, the Flying Santa was visiting which other 

states in addition to Maine? 
6. Who was the second Flying Santa pilot? 
7. What aircraft does the Flying Santa use today? 

 

CREATING A HOLIDAY 
 

After they decide to remain on the island with Papa for 
Christmas, Frances and Peter set about creating 
Christmas without the traditions they are used to (sugar 
cookies, carols around the piano, and Santa).  
 
Invite students to choose a holiday they celebrate in 
their families. Individually, or as a group, ask students to 
create a list of the ways that they currently celebrate 
the holiday, including special foods, songs, decorations, 
religious services, and social gatherings. Next, invite 
them to imagine that they are confined on a distant 
island, as Frances and Peter are, and to imagine 
substitutions for their traditional activities. 
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LIGHTHOUSE INVESTIGATIONS 
 
According to The Friends of Flying Santa 
http://www.flyingsanta.com/, Maine pilot William Wincapaw made 
his first Flying Santa deliveries to the lighthouse 
families at the lights in the Rockland area of Penobscot 
Bay. 
 
Initiate a study of the lighthouses of Penobscot Bay by 
identifying the bay on a map of Maine. (Note that the 
bay is 40 miles long and 15 miles wide and is dotted with 
more than 200 islands. Discuss the importance of 
lighthouses in such a body of water.)  Next, turn to a 
map that will allow you to focus on the lighthouses of the 
region. You may want to use one of these two resources: 
 
 Maine Lighthouses Map; Illustrated Guide by Peter 

Dow Bachelder; illustrated by Peter M. Mason (Bella 
Terra Publishing, 2009)  

 Maine Lighthouses Map: Laminated Poster illustrated 
by Peter M. Mason (Bella Terra Publishing, 2009) 

Encourage older students to choose a lighthouse, 
individually or in teams, to research. When working with 
younger students, choose one or more lighthouses to 
research as a group activity. The most helpful online site 
for this research is New England Lighthouses: A Virtual 
Guide at http://www.newenglandlighthouses.net/ 

 
 
 
 

 
Key investigations will include information on: 
 

 Location of the lighthouse 
 Date the lighthouse was built 
 Height of the tower 
 Construction material 
 Original “optic” or lens 
 History and fascinating facts 
 Drawings, photographs, and/or paintings 

 
Once student research is complete, ask them to report 
their findings. If you are working with younger students 
as a whole group, you may want to invite another class or 
a group of parents or community members to serve as 
your audience as you report your findings. 
 
As a culminating activity, ask students to write and 
illustrate a short story from their own point of view 
(written in first person) as if they were living at the 
time the lighthouse was under construction or as if they 
were living at the lighthouse when it was in operation as 
a navigational aid. If you are working with younger 
students, consider writing a group story with 
illustrations contributed by individual students. 

 
 


