COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS:
Reading Standards for Literature

AUTHOR TONI BUZZEO

TEACHING GUIDE

My Bibi Always Remembers
by Toni Buzzeo; illustrated by Mike Wohnoutka

New York Times best-selling author, Toni Buzzeo, has
published twenty picture books in the last decade, including
One Cool Friend, which won a 2013 Caldecott Honor. For
sixteen years, she worked as a school librarian in Portland,
Maine where she honed her knowledge of teaching and
children's literature. Combining this knowledge with her love
of children, Toni writes about characters of all stripes
(including elephants, lions, penguins, elephants, giraffes,
dinosaurs, loons, teachers, librarians—and now a famous
scientist!) who explore their worlds, their relationships, and
themselves in settings that include peaceful Maine lakes,
rocky lighthouse islands, African savannahs, aquariums,
and the interiors of fictional public and school libraries. Toni
is well known for her lively spirit and her sense of humor.
www.tonibuzzeo.com

Reading Standards for Literature K-2
Key Ideas and Details: RL Standard 1
Standard RL K.1 With prompting and support, ask and
answer questions about key details in a text.
Standard RL 1.1 Ask and answer questions about key
details in a text.
Standard RL 2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who,
what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text.
RL K.1, 1.1, 2.1
Ask students to answer the following questions about the
key details in the text:
§ Where does the story take place (setting)?
§ Who are the two main characters in the story? How do
you know? Which of these two characters has a problem
or desire (wish)?
§ What is Bibi’s problem? What is Tembo’s?
§ Who are the other (secondary) characters in the story?
§ What is Bibi’s role in the family?
§ Why is Bibi leading the family across the savannah?
§ What does Tembo usually want to do?
§ How do Bibi’s Mama and auntie respond when she is
lost?
§ When does Tembo have to call for Bibi?
§ How does the long journey end?
§ What does Tembo know by the end of the story?

Key Ideas and Details: RL Standard 2
Standard RL K.2 With prompting and support, retell familiar
stories, including key details.
Standard RL 1.2 Retell stories, including key details, and
demonstrate understanding of their central message or
lesson.
Standard RL 2.2 Recount stories, including fables and
folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central
message, lesson, or moral.
RL K.2, 1.2
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud (twice, if time
allows) and discuss the book by asking and answering the
questions listed for Standard 1. Once you feel certain of
student understanding of the events of the book, ask them
to work in pairs or table groups to retell the plot. Provide
students with a three-column sheet labeled First Better Idea,
Second Better Idea, and Third Better Idea and invite them to
list each key event of the story under one of Tembo’s
“ideas”. Ask pairs or table groups to report out to be sure
that they have captured the key details of the plot.
In addition, for Grade 1, add a discussion of the central
message of the book and ask how key details help in their
understanding of that message.
RL 2.2
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud and discuss the
book by asking and answering the questions listed above
for Standard 1. Once you feel certain of student
understanding of the events of the book, ask them to work
in pairs or table groups to retell the plot. Then, return to the
larger group and discuss the central message, lesson, or
moral of the book. Ask them to support their answers by
citing passages of text that helped them to determine it.

Reading Standards for Literature K-2
Key Ideas and Details: Standard 3
Standard RL K.3 With prompting and support, identify
characters, settings, and major events in a story.
Standard RL 1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major
events in a story, using key details.
Standard RL 2.3 Describe how characters in a story
respond to major events and challenges.
RL K.3
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud and discuss the
book by asking:
§ Who are the characters in this story? Do the stork, the
baboons, the hyenas, and the lions count as
characters? Why or why not?
§ What is the setting of this story? Are there individual
places within the savanna setting?
§ What are the major events in the story? What big things
happen that make the story interesting and exciting?
RL 1.3
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud and discuss the
book by asking students to describe:
§ Each of the two main characters, using key details from
the text. Ask whether the stork, the baboons, the
hyenas, and the lions count as characters?
§ The setting, using key details from the text.
§ Each of the major events of the story, using key details
from the text.
RL 2.3
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud and discuss the
major events and challenges in the story. Then discuss
the characters in the book by asking students how the
characters, particularly Tembo and Bibi, respond to the
major events and challenges.

Craft and Structure: Standard 4
Standard RL K.4 Ask and answer questions about
unknown words in a text.
Standard RL 1.4 Identify words and phrases in stories or
poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.
Standard RL 2.4 Describe how words and phrases (e.g.,
regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply
rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
RL K.4
As you read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud to
kindergarten students, invite children to raise a hand
whenever you read an unknown word. Write each word on
a list and then discuss their meanings using context clues
before you continue. Some of these unknown words may
be: plain, parched, jackalberry tree, acacia tree, vibrate,
taunt, squawk, trumpet, squeal, wavering, broad, drift, huff,
stubby, slick, snug, nestle.
RL 1.4
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud. On the second
reading, ask students to raise their right hands when they
hear a word or phrase that suggests feelings and their left
hands when they hear a word or phrase that appeals to the
senses. Make a two-column list of these words and phrases
and return to discuss them after you have finished the
second reading. If time allows, ask students to enact the
feeling words/phrases and label the words or phrases with
sense appeal with the name of the applicable sense.
RL 2.4
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud. Then ask students
to choose specific words or phrases and describe how they
supply meaning in the story. Ask how the repeated refrain
supplies meaning in the story as well.

Reading Standards for Literature K-2
Craft and Structure: Standard 5
Standard RL K.5 Recognize common types of texts, e.g.
storybooks, poems).
Standard RL 1.5 Explain major differences between books
that tell stories and books that give information, drawing on
a wide reading of a range of text types.
Standard RL 2.5 Describe the overall structure of a story,
including describing how the beginning introduces the story
and the ending concludes the action.

Craft and Structure: Standard 6
Standard RL K.6 With prompting and support, name the
author and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in
telling the story
Standard RL 1.6 Identify who is telling the story at various
points in a text.
Standard RL 2.6 Acknowledge differences in the points of
view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice
for each character when reading dialogue aloud.

RL K.5
After reading My Bibi Always Remembers aloud, ask
students what kind of text it is: fiction or nonfiction/
informational, prose or poetry. Ask them to explain how they
know.

RL K.6
Discuss the role of author Toni Buzzeo and illustrator
Mike Wohnoutka in presenting the story and the information
in the book. What is the job of the author? What is the job of
the illustrator? Then, read My Bibi Always Remembers
aloud.

RL 1.5
After reading My Bibi Always Remembers aloud, share one
or more informational/nonfiction books about elephants with
them as well. Then, ask them to explain the major
differences between fiction and informational books.
Some recommended nonfiction lion books are:
Elephant by Anders Hanson (2014)
Elephants of Africa by Gail Gibbons (2008)
RL 2.5
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud (twice, if time
allows). Then, ask students to describe the overall
structure of the story. Ask how the first scene, where Bibi
is rumbling to her family introduces the story and how the
final scene, when Tembo dreams of being the bibi herself
one day concludes the story. Do Tembo’s three adventures
lend a structure or organization to the story as well?

RL 1.6
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud, pausing before
each page turn to discuss who is telling the story.
RL 2.6
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud, using different
voices for Tembo and for Bibi. Discuss how the book might
have been different if either Tembo or Bibi had told the story
in first person point of view. If time allows, rewrite scenes of
the book in one of those first person points of view.

Reading Standards for Literature K-2
Integration of Knowledge & Ideas: Standard 8
NOTE: (Not applicable to literature)
Integration of Knowledge & Key Ideas: Standard 7
Standard RL K.7 With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the story in which they
appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).
Standard RL 1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to
describe its characters, setting, or events.
Standard RL 2.7 Use information gained from the
illustrations and words in a print or digital text to
demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.

Integration of Knowledge & Key Ideas: Standard 9
Standard RL K.9 With prompting and support, compare
and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters
in familiar stories.
Standard RL 1.9 Compare and contrast the adventures and
experiences of characters in stories.
Standard RL 2.9 Compare and contrast two or more
versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by
different authors or from different cultures.

RL K.7
Read My Bibi Always Remembers aloud twice (once
straight through and once with discussion of illustration).
Before turning each page, describe the relationship
between the text and illustration by asking students to
notice which particular chunks of text are illustrated in each
illustration. Are there elements of the illustrations that go
beyond the words of the text?

RL K.9, 1.9
After reading My Bibi Always Remembers aloud and
discussing its characters, setting, and plot, compare and
contrast Tembo’s adventures and experiences with other
familiar stories set on the African savanna, such as Toni
Buzzeo’s Stay Close to Mama (2012) or Just Like My Papa
(2013).

RL 1.7, 2.7
After reading My Bibi Always Remembers aloud, ask
students to name the details about characters, setting, or
events. Then, ask whether the information about this detail
came from the words or the illustrations in the book.
If time allows, mask the cover of the book on the first
reading and read it aloud without sharing the illustrations.
Ask students to describe the characters and settings as
they gather details from the text alone. Then read the
book again, this time sharing the illustrations. Ask what
additional details they are now aware of from the
illustrations.

RL 2.9
After reading My Bibi Always Remembers aloud, explore
other elephant tales in a book such as When Elephant Was
King: And Other Tales from Africa by Nick Greaves and
Nick Bruton, which includes a Shona story entitled “Tsuro
and Grandfather Elephant—And Why Elephant Has Such a
Small Tail” featuring another elephant grandparent.

