ONE COOL
FRIEND
by Toni Buzzeo
illustrated by David Small

COMMON CORE READING GUIDE
On a spontaneous visit to the aquarium, straight-laced and proper Elliot discovers his
dream pet: a penguin. When he asks his father if he may have one (please and thank
you), his father says yes. Elliot should have realized that Dad was probably thinking of a
toy penguin, not a real one… Clever illustrations and a wild surprise ending make this
sly, silly tale a kid-pleaser from start to finish.
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS: RL STANDARD 1

Standard RL K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key
details in a text.
Standard RL 1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
Standard RL 2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why,
and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RL K.1, 1.1, 2.1 ACTIVITY

Ask students to answer the following questions about the key details in the text:
Where does Elliot’s father want to go? (K-2)
How does Elliot feel about it? Why? (K-2)
What does Elliot do first at the aquarium? (K-2)
What does Elliot’s father misunderstand when Elliot asks if he can have a
penguin? (K-2)
Who was Ferdinand Magellan and why is there a poster about him at the
aquarium? (1-2)

Why does Elliot name his penguin Magellan? (1-2)
What are the most important things Elliot has to do when he gets home with
Magellan? (K-2)
Why does Elliot go to the library? (K-2)
Does Elliot’s father know that Magellan is in the house? (K-2)
When does Elliot’s father discover that Elliot has a real penguin? (K-2)

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS: RL STANDARD 1

Standard RL 3.1 Ask and answer
questions to demonstrate understanding
of a text, referring explicitly to the text as
the basis for the answers.
Standard RL 4.1 Refer to details and
examples in a text when explaining what
the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.
Standard RL 5.1 Quote accurately from a
text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences
from the text.
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RL 3.1, 4.1, 5.1 ACTIVITY

Ask students to answer the following questions about the text, asking them to refer
explicitly to the text as the source for their answers:
NOTE: Remember to rely on the text rather than the illustrations.
What kind of person is Elliot? What details in the text tell you so? Does the text say
why explicitly or must you infer?
How are Elliot and Magellan alike?
Does Elliot always act in a proper way? If not, when does he act improperly?
What kind of a person is Elliot’s father? What details in the text tell you so? Does
the text say why explicitly or must you infer?
Why does Elliot’s father ask him to Family Fun Day at the aquarium? Does the text
say why explicitly or must you infer?
Who was Ferdinand Magellan and why is there a poster about him at the
aquarium?

Why does Elliot name his penguin Magellan? Does the text say why explicitly or
must you infer?
Does Elliot assume that his father knows he has Magellan? How do you know?
Does Elliot’s father know about Magellan all along?

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS: RL STANDARD 2

Standard RL K.2 With prompting and
support, retell familiar stories, including key
details.
Standard RL 1.2 Retell stories, including key
details, and demonstrate understanding of
their central message or lesson.
Standard RL 2.2 Recount stories, including
fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and
determine their central message, lesson, or
moral.
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RL K.2, 1.2 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows) and discuss the book by asking
and answering the questions listed above for Standard 1. Once you feel certain of
student understanding of the events of the book, ask them to work in pairs or
table groups to retell the plot. [Note: if kindergarten classes have reading
buddies, invite these older students to scribe student responses in this activity.]
Ask pairs or table groups to report out to be sure that they have captured the key
details of the plot.
In addition, for Grade 1, add a discussion of the central message of the book and
ask how key details help in their understanding of that message.

RL 2.2 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows) and discuss the book by asking and
answering the questions listed above for Standard 1. Once you feel certain of student
understanding of the events of the book, ask them to work in pairs or table groups to
retell the plot. Then, return to the larger group and discuss the central message,
lesson, or moral of the book. Ask them to support their answers by citing passages
of text that helped them to determine it.
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS: RL STANDARD 2

Standard RL 3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse
cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is
conveyed through key details in the text.
Standard RL 4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the
text; summarize the text.
Standard RL 5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the
text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the
speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
RL 3.2 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows)
and discuss the book by asking and answering
the questions listed above for Standard 1. Once
you are certain of student understanding of the
events of the book, discuss the central
message, lesson, or moral. Ask them to
support their answers by citing passages with
key details that helped to convey this
message.

ILLUSTRATION © DAVID SMALL.

RL 4.2 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows) and discuss the book by asking and
answering the questions listed above for Standard 1. Once you feel certain of
student understanding of the events of the book, ask them to summarize the text.
Then, ask them to determine the theme from details that convey the theme.
RL 5.2
RLACTIVITY
5.2

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows) and discuss the book by asking and
answering the questions listed above for Standard 1. Once you feel certain of
student understanding of the events of the book, ask them to summarize the text.
Then, ask them to determine the theme of the book from details that convey the
theme, including how Elliot responds to challenges.
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS: RL STANDARD 3

Standard RL K.3 With prompting and
support, identify characters, settings,
and major events in a story.
Standard RL 1.3 Describe characters,
settings, and major events in a story,
using key details.
Standard RL 2.3 Describe how
characters in a story respond to major
events and challenges.

RL K.3 ACTIVITY
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Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice,
if time allows) and discuss the book by asking:
Who are the characters in this story? Does Magellan count as a character?
What are the three settings in the story?
What are the major events in the story? What big things happen that make the
story interesting and exciting?

RL 1.3 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows) and discuss the major events
and challenges in the story. Then discuss the characters in the book by asking
students how the characters, particularly Elliot, his father, and Magellan, respond to
major events and challenges.
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS: RL STANDARD 3

Standard RL 3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or
feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.
Standard RL 4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or
actions).
Standard RL 5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events
in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters
interact).
RL 3.3 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows) and discuss the sequence of
events in the story. Then ask students to describe the characters in the book,
including their traits, motivations, or feelings, and to explain how the characters’
actions contribute to the sequence of events.
RL 4.3 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if
time allows). Ask students to choose
one character, setting, or event from
the story and describe him, her, or it in
depth by drawing on specific details in
the text. For example, describe Elliot
through his thoughts, words, and
actions.
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RL 5.3

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows). Ask students to compare and
contrast two or more characters, settings, or events, drawing on specific details
in the text. For example, compare and contrast Elliot and his father, pointing to the
way the two interact and the way they behave independently of each other.
CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: RL STANDARD 4

Standard RL K.4 Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.
Standard RL 1.4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest
feelings or appeal to the senses.
Standard RL 2.4 Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration,
rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
RL K.4

Begin by passing out large red circles with question marks printed on them. [Note: If
these are laminated and attached to a paint stirrer or stick, they can serve for an
entire school year.] As you read One Cool Friend aloud to kindergarten students,
invite each child to raise his/her question mark whenever you read an unknown
word. Pause in the reading to write the word on a list and then invite other
students to help you to discuss the meaning of the word using context clues before
you continue.
RL 2.4

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time
allows). Then ask students to choose
specific words or phrases and describe
how they supply meaning in the story.
Ask whether Magellan’s “grocks” and the
way they are type set on the page should
also be part of the discussion.
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RL 1.4 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud. On the second reading, ask students to raise their right
hands when they hear a word or phrase that suggests feelings and their left
hands when they hear a word or phrase that appeals to the senses. Make a twocolumn list of these words and phrases and return to discuss them after you have
finished the second reading.
CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: RL STANDARD 4

Standard RL 3.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in
a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.
Standard RL 4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in
a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g.,
Herculean).
Standard RL 5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.

RL 3.4, 4.4, 5.4 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows). Because much of the humor in the
book is based on wordplay, ask students to identify instances where the words Elliot
and his father say to each other are open to misinterpretation. Discuss the ways in
which the author, Toni Buzzeo, left the opportunity for misunderstanding.
RL 3.4 ACTIVITY

Ask students to determine
when words are not used or
not heard literally.

RL 5.4 ACTIVITY

There are two instances of
figurative language when
Elliot and his father are at the
aquarium that make
comparisons without being
traditional similes or
metaphors. Ask students to find
them.

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: RL STANDARD 5

Standard RL K.5 Recognize common
types of texts (e.g. storybooks, poems).
Standard RL 1.5 Explain major
differences between books that tell
stories and books that give information,
drawing on a wide reading of a range of
text types.
Standard RL 2.5 Describe the overall
structure of a story, including describing
how the beginning introduces the story
and the ending concludes the action.
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RL K.5 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud, and ask students what kind of text it is: fiction or
nonfiction/informational, prose or poetry.
RL 1.5 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool Friend aloud, share one or more nonfiction books about
penguins with them as well. Then, ask them to explain the major differences
between fiction and informational books.
RL 2.5 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows). Then, ask students to describe the
overall structure of the story. Ask how the first scene, when Elliot’s father asks
him to go to Family Fun Day, introduces the story and how the final scene, when
Elliot sees his father’s giant tortoise Captain Cook concludes the story.

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: RL STANDARD 5

Standard RL 3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or
speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe
how each successive part builds on earlier sections.
Standard RL 4.5 (does not apply to picture book text).
Standard RL 5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together
to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.

RL 3.5 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool
Friend aloud (twice, if time
allows), discuss scenes as
they apply to fiction books
—in particular, picture
books. Ask students to
name the scenes in the
book and describe how
each scene builds on
previous scenes.
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RL 5.5 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool Friend aloud (twice, if time allows), discuss scenes as they
apply to fiction books--in particular, picture books. Ask students to explain how the
scenes in the book fit together to provide the overall structure of the story. Ask
them what would happen if they were to remove specific scenes.

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: RL STANDARD 6

Standard RL K.6 With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a
story and define the role of each in telling the story.
Standard RL 1.6 Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text.
Standard RL 2.6 Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters,
including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue
aloud.
RL K.6 ACTIVITY

Discuss the role of author Toni
Buzzeo and illustrator David Small in
presenting the story in the book. What
is the job of the author? What is the job
of the illustrator? Then, read One Cool
Friend aloud.
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RL 1.6 ACTIVITY

RL
RL 2.6
2.6 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud, pausing
before each page turn to discuss who
is telling the story.

Read One Cool Friend aloud, using
different voices for Elliot and for his
father. Discuss how the book might
have been different if it had been told
from the point of view of only one of
those two characters.

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE: RL STANDARD 6

Standard RL 3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or
those of the characters.
Standard RL 4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different
stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person
narrations.
Standard RL 5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences
how events are described.

RL 3.6 ACTIVITY

Discuss point of view
with students before
reading One Cool Friend.
Once you have read the
book aloud, ask students
what point of view the
story is told from. Ask
whether it is from the
point of view of the third
person narrator or
whether it might be from
Eilliot’s point of view or his
father’s. Ask how it is
different from their own
point of view.

RL 4.6 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool
Friend aloud, read
another of Toni Buzzeo’s
books, Our Librarian
Won’t Tell Us ANYTHING,
which is written in first
person. Compare and
contract the difference
in first- and-thirdperson narrations.

RL 5.6 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool
Friend aloud, discuss
how the narrator’s
point of view
influences how the
events in the story are
described. Ask how the
events of the story
would have been
described differently if
either Elliott or his
father had been the
narrator. Challenge
students to rewrite a
section of the story in
one of those two
points of view.

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE & IDEAS: RL STANDARD 7

Standard RL K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between
illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an
illustration depicts).
Standard RL 1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters,
setting, or events.
Standard RL 2.7 Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print
or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
RL K.7 ACTIVITY

Read One Cool Friend aloud twice (once straight through and once with discussion of
illustration). Before turning each page, describe the relationship between the
text and illustration by asking students to notice which particular chunks of text
are illustrated in each illustration.

RL 1.7, 2.7 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool Friend aloud, ask
students to name the details about
characters, setting, or events. Then,
ask whether the information about this
detail came from the words or the
illustrations in the book.
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INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE & IDEAS:
RL STANDARD 7

Standard RL 3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to
what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a
character or setting).
Standard RL 4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a
visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific
descriptions and directions in the text.
Standard RL 5.7 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the
meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of
fiction, folktale, myth, poem).
RL 3.7 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool Friend aloud, ask students to explain how specific
illustrations contribute to what the text of the story is telling you. Ask if they reveal
or emphasize specific details of the characters or setting that the text does not fully
reveal.

RL 4.7 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool Friend aloud, either listen to the Recorded Books audiobook
or view the Weston Woods film. Then make connections between the text of the
book and the alternate format, identifying where specific descriptions and
directions in the text are followed in the audiobook or film.
RL 5.7 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool Friend aloud, either listen to the Recorded Books audiobook
or view the Weston Woods film. Then analyze how the oral recording or the visual
rendering contribute to the meaning or tone of the text.
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE & IDEAS: STANDARD 8
NOTE: (NOT APPLICABLE TO LITERATURE)
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INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE & IDEAS: RL STANDARD 9

Standard RL K.9 With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures
and experiences of characters in familiar stories.
Standard RL 1.9 Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters
in stories.
Standard RL 2.9 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g.,
Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures.

RL K.9, 1.9 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool Friend aloud
and discussing its characters,
setting, and plot, compare and
contrast Elliot’s adventures and
experiences with other familiar
stories where a character “steals”
something, such as Jack and the
Beanstalk.

RL 2.9 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool Friend aloud,
compare and contrast this published
version of the story with the original urban
legend from which author Toni Buzzeo got
the idea for the story. Access the urban
legend at About.com’s urban legends page:
http://urbanlegends.about.com/od/ani
malsinsects/a/penguin.htm

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE & IDEAS: RL STANDARD 9

Standard RL 3.9 Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories
written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from
a series).
Standard RL 4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics
(e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories,
myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.
Standard RL 5.9 Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries
and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics.
RL 3.9 ACTIVITY

RL 4.9 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool Friend
aloud, explore the author’s other
books. Compare the themes,
settings, and plots of these
other stories.

After reading One Cool Friend
aloud, compare and contrast
its similar themes and topics
to The Mysterious Tadpole by
Steven Kellogg.

RL 5.9 ACTIVITY

After reading One Cool Friend aloud, compare and contrast it to another story with
a similar topic of father-son teams who are very much alike in a traditional story.
Read it on pages 889-890 in One Thousand One Papua New Guinean Nights,
accessible at: http://books.google.com/books/ by typing the title into the search box.
THIS GUIDE WAS PREPARED BY THE AUTHOR, TONI BUZZEO.

