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New York Times best-selling author, Toni Buzzeo, has 
published twenty picture books in the last decade, including 
One Cool Friend, which won a 2013 Caldecott Honor. For 
sixteen years, she worked as a school librarian in Portland, 
Maine where she honed her knowledge of teaching and 
children's literature. Combining this knowledge with her love 
of children, Toni writes about characters of all stripes 
(including lions, penguins, elephants, giraffes, dinosaurs, 
loons, teachers, librarians—and now a famous scientist!) 
who explore their worlds, their relationships, and 
themselves in settings that include peaceful Maine lakes, 
rocky lighthouse islands, African savannahs, aquariums, 
and the interiors of fictional public and school libraries. Toni 
is well known for her lively spirit and her sense of humor. 
www.tonibuzzeo.com 



 
Reading Standards for Literature K-2 

 
Key Ideas and Details: RL Standard 1 
Standard RL K.1 With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about key details in a text.  
Standard RL 1.1 Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. 
Standard RL 2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, 
what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text.  
 
RL K.1, 1.1, 2.1 
Ask students to answer the following questions about the 
key details in the text: 
§ Where does the story take place? 
§ What is the African savanna like?  
§ Who are the two main characters in the story? 
§ How does Twiga feel most of the time?  
§ What is his key character trait? 
§ How many times does Twiga go off on an adventure? 
§ Why does Twiga decide to ignore Mama’s warnings? 
§ What does Mama always say to Twiga to warn him? 
§ When does Twiga listen to Mama? 
§ At the end of the story, do you think that Twiga will stay 

with Mama from now on? 
 

 

Key Ideas and Details: RL Standard 2 
Standard RL K.2 With prompting and support, retell familiar 
stories, including key details.  
Standard RL 1.2 Retell stories, including key details, and 
demonstrate understanding of their central message or 
lesson.  
Standard RL 2.2 Recount stories, including fables and 
folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central 
message, lesson, or moral.  
 
RL K.2, 1.2 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud (twice, if time allows) and 
discuss the book by asking and answering the questions 
listed for Standard 1. Once you feel certain of student 
understanding of the events of the book, ask them to work 
in pairs or table groups to retell the plot. Ask students to 
notice that the story progresses from sunrise until sunset. 
For each time of day—morning, afternoon, evening, ask 
pairs or table groups to report out what happens. Ensure 
that they have captured the key details of the plot. 
 
In addition, for Grade 1, add a discussion of the central 
message of the book and ask how key details help in their 
understanding of that message. Does the central message 
apply to their own relationship with their parents? 
 
RL 2.2 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud (twice, if time allows) and 
discuss the book by asking and answering the questions 
listed above for Standard 1. Once you feel certain of student 
understanding of the events of the book, ask them to work 
in pairs or table groups to retell the plot. Then, return to the 
larger group and discuss the central message, lesson, or 
moral of the book. Ask them to support their answers by 
citing passages of text that helped them to determine it.  



Reading Standards for Literature K-2

Key Ideas and Details: RL Standard 3 
Standard RL K.3 With prompting and support, identify 
characters, settings, and major events in a story.  
Standard RL 1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major 
events in a story, using key details.  
Standard RL 2.3 Describe how characters in a story 
respond to major events and challenges.  
 
RL K.3 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud (twice, if time allows) and 
discuss the book by asking: 
§ Who are the characters in this story? Would you include 

the hyena, stinging ants, crocodile, and leopard? 
§ What is the main setting of the story? Are there smaller 

settings within the African savanna as well? 
§ What are the major events in the story? What big things 

happen that make the story interesting and exciting? 
 
RL 1.3 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud (twice, if time allows) and 
discuss the book by asking students to describe: 
§ Each of the two main characters, using key details from 

the text. Ask whether the hyena, stinging ants, crocodile, 
and leopard count as characters. 

§ The major setting, using key details from the text. Ask if 
there are other smaller settings within this major setting. 

§ Each of the major events of the story, using key details 
from the text. 

 
RL 2.3 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud (twice, if time allows) and 
discuss the major events and challenges in the story. 
Then discuss the characters in the book by asking students 
how the characters, particularly Twiga and Mama, respond 
to major events and challenges. 

Craft and Structure: RL Standard 4 
Standard RL K.4 Ask and answer questions about 
unknown words in a text.  
Standard RL 1.4 Identify words and phrases in stories or 
poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.  
Standard RL 2.4 Describe how words and phrases (e.g., 
regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply 
rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.  
 
RL K.4 
As you read Stay Close to Mama aloud to kindergarten 
students, invite children to raise a hand whenever you read 
an unknown word. Pause in the reading to write the word 
on a list and then invite other students to help you to 
discuss the meaning of the word using context clues before 
you continue. Some of these unknown words may be: lopes, 
plain, termite, mound, hyena, shimmering, hooves, thorns, 
glitter, twitchy, sausage tree, towering, lurking, nuzzle. 
 
RL 1.4 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud. On the second reading, 
ask students to raise their right hands when they hear a 
word or phrase that suggests feelings and their left hands 
when they hear a word or phrase that appeals to the 
senses. Make a two-column list of these words and phrases 
and return to discuss them after you have finished the 
second reading. 
 
RL 2.4 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud (twice, if time allows). 
Then ask students to choose specific words or phrases and 
describe how they supply meaning in the story. Ask 
whether the repeated lines [“No, little Twiga! Stay close! 
Stay safe!” and “But Twiga is so curious.” add rhythm and 
meaning to the story. 

 



Reading Standards for Literature K-2 
 

Craft and Structure: RL Standard 5 
Standard RL K.5 Recognize common types of texts, e.g. 
storybooks, poems).  
Standard RL 1.5 Explain major differences between books 
that tell stories and books that give information, drawing on 
a wide reading of a range of text types.  
Standard RL 2.5 Describe the overall structure of a story, 
including describing how the beginning introduces the story 
and the ending concludes the action.  
 
RL K.5 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud, ask students what kind of 
text it is: fiction or nonfiction/informational, prose or poetry. 
Note that the book is formatted as poetry on the pages. If 
time allows, copy several pages of text alone and discuss it 
as a poem. 
 
RL 1.5 
After reading Stay Close to Mama aloud, share one or more 
nonfiction books about giraffes with them as well. Then, ask 
them to explain the major differences between fiction and 
informational books. 
 
Some recommended nonfiction giraffe books are: 
Giraffes by Jill Anderson (2005) 
Giraffes by Ruth Owen (2012) 
 
RL 2.5 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud (twice, if time allows). 
Then, ask students to describe the overall structure of the 
story. Ask how the first scene, when Twiga smells 
something sweet and Mama warns him, introduces the story 
and how the final scene, when Twiga is back by Mama’s 
side but is still curious concludes the story. Is this a circular 
story? Ask whether they think Twiga will stay with Mama.

Craft and Structure: RL Standard 6 
Standard RL K.6 With prompting and support, name the 
author and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in 
telling the story  
Standard RL 1.6 Identify who is telling the story at various 
points in a text. 
Standard RL 2.6 Acknowledge differences in the points of 
view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice 
for each character when reading dialogue aloud.  
 
RL K.6 
Discuss the role of author Toni Buzzeo and illustrator 
Mike Wohnoutka in presenting the information in the book. 
What is the job of the author? What is the job of the 
illustrator? Then, read Stay Close to Mama aloud. 
 
RL 1.6 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud, pausing before each page 
turn to discuss who is telling the story.  
 
RL 2.6 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud, using different voices for 
Twiga and Mama. Discuss how the book might have been 
different if it had been told from the point of view of only one 
of those two characters. If time allows, rewrite one or more 
scenes first from Twiga’s first person point of view and then 
from Mama’s first person point of view.



Reading Standards for Literature K-2 
NOTE: Integration of Knowledge & Ideas: Standard 8 

(Not applicable to literature) 
 
Integration of Knowledge & Key Ideas: RL Standard 7 
Standard RL K.7 With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the story in which they 
appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).  
Standard RL 1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to 
describe its characters, setting, or events. 
Standard RL 2.7 Use information gained from the 
illustrations and words in a print or digital text to 
demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.  
 
RL K.7 
Read Stay Close to Mama aloud twice (once straight 
through and once with discussion of illustration). Before 
turning each page, describe the relationship between the 
text and illustration by asking students to notice which 
particular chunks of text are illustrated in each illustration.  
 
Ask whether there are chunks of text that are not specifically 
illustrated and speculate about Mike Wohnoutka’s decisions 
about what to illustrate. 
 
RL 1.7, 2.7 
After reading Stay Close to Mama aloud, ask students to 
name the details about characters, setting, or events. 
Then, ask whether the information about each detail came 
from the words or the illustrations in the book.  
 
If time allows, map the text to the illustrations by placing a 
post-it note with the matching text on each illustration, 
leaving out any text that is not specifically illustrated. 

Integration of Knowledge & Key Ideas: RL Standard 9 
Standard RL K.9 With prompting and support, compare 
and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters 
in familiar stories.  
Standard RL 1.9 Compare and contrast the adventures and 
experiences of characters in stories. 
Standard RL 2.9 Compare and contrast two or more 
versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by 
different authors or from different cultures.  
 
RL K.9, 1.9 
After reading Stay Close to Mama aloud and discussing its 
characters, setting, and plot, compare and contrast 
Twiga’s adventures and experiences with other familiar 
stories set on the African savanna, such as Toni Buzzeo’s 
Just Like My Papa (2013) or My Bibi Always Remembers 
(2014). 
 
RL 2.9 
After reading Stay Close to Mama aloud, compare and 
contrast this published version of the story with the original 
story that Toni Buzzeo heard when she made her first visit 
to Kenya, Africa. You can read this version if you visit Toni 
Buzzeo’s website at www.tonibuzzeo.com. Visit the Stay 
Close to Mama page and scroll down to Interested in More? 
Click on the link to MOMMA DRAMA where you can read 
the true story. 
 


